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I WOULD like to welcome the directors, 
supporters and players of Featherstone 
Rovers to the Don Valley Stadium this 

evening for this top-oMhe-table 
encounter, 

Featherstone have been getting some 
good results lately and seem to have 
improved immeasurably since our visit to 
Post Office Road on Good Friday. It 
should be an exciting encounter. 

I would like to start by paying tribute to 
all of the players who battled so hard last 
Sunday at Bridgend. 

If ever a scoreline didn't represent a 
game it was the 16 -point deficit at the 
end of the match. It was a game of taking 
and missing opportunities - the 
Crusaders took most of theirs and we 
weren’t able to capitalise 
on our numerous breaks. 

That, a few forward- 
pass decisions that went 
against us and their two 
converted tries in the last 
three minutes proved cru¬ 
cial in a game that I 
believe we deserved to 
win. 

The contrast with the 
poor display up at 
Gateshead a fortnight ear¬ 
lier was extreme and let's 
hope that we can carry 
the form (with improved 
finishing) into tonight's 
game and our next three 
tough games on the road 
at Barrow, Swinton and 
Workington. 

These four games are 
crucial if we are to close the gap on 
Dewsbury and achieve the automatic pro¬ 
motion position that is our aim for the 
season, 

I am aware that there have recently 
been a few comments on the financial 
position at the club and In particular the 
lack of sponsors at the recent Barrow 
game. 

It's fair to say that finances are 
extremely light at the club, but that is 
nothing new as they have been ever 
since day one back in late 1999 , We don't 
Have a rich benefactor to underwrite any 
losses as some clubs in our division do 
and, like our visitors today, we have to cut 
our cloth accordingly. 



This season we have an additional two 
teams in National League Two which 
means four additional games. Filling our 
sponsors lounge for the additional two 
home games is an extremely arduous 
task for our commercial department and 
the decision was taken early in the sea¬ 
son that we would concentrate on filling 
the lounge for the other ten fixtures first 
and if we were successful then to try to 
sell the Barrow game, which clashed with 
the start of the FIFA World Cup. 

Fortunately we have been able to 
secure reasonable numbers in the lounge 
for the other games and tonight the 
lounge is almost full. 

If any of our supporters know of any 
businesses that may wish to back a suc¬ 
cessful learn and have 
an enjoyable evening 
into the bargain then 
please contact the club. 
We can always cater for 
more people and such 
money is the lifeblood of 
the club. 

Unfortunately, our 
gate receipts rarely 
cover the costs of stag¬ 
ing a match at the stadi¬ 
um and make no 
impression on paying 
the players for their per¬ 
formances on the field. 

For every home game 
we also have to fund an 
away game with travel 
costs and player pay¬ 
ments and no income 
received. 

This is why our sponsors are so vital to 
the continuance of the club and in that 
respect we are delighted that Gordon 
Lamb have agreed to be our shirt spon¬ 
sors for the remainder of the season. 

The feedback received to date is that 
they are delighted with the professional¬ 
ism of our commercial department and 
we are hopeful that they will remain 
involved with the club long into the future. 

Without our supporters, however, there 
wouldn't be a club at all and we never for¬ 
get that. 

Your support is crucial to the future of 
the club and ail the assistance that you 
can give is much appreciated 

Enjoy the game. 
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Let's leave on a high 


ONIGHT we're at Don Valley for 
what will be the last home game 
for a few weeks. A win is always the 
priority but, with tough away games 
coming up, it’s even more important. 

It was a tough (and long) trip to 
South Wales and the Celtic 
Crusaders and, with ’interesting’ 
games at Barrow, Swinton and 
Workington, on the horizon we want 
to leave home on a high. 

This season we’ve seen quite a 
bit of Featherstone with two games 
in the Northern Rail Cup - with the 
honours shared - and a good win at 
the Rovers back in April. 

Since then both clubs have had 
their good days and a few less 
happy that we can learn from. 

It's not going to be easy tonight - 
Featherstone would enjoy the 
revenge of getting back the league 
points we took at their place. 

Well, it's our job to see that does¬ 
n’t happen. I know we have a big 
game ahead, which I hope we will 
all enjoy. 

And we have to remember that 
you don’t win games by making 
things difficult. I’m all for taking the 
straight road to two points. 

That's why what happened in the 
first half of the last home game 
against Barrow Raiders was so frus¬ 
trating. 

1 know we won the game and won 
it well but we have to stop giving the 
opposition 'free' points. 

The defence was outstanding 
against Barrow and it’s frustrating 
that they got eight points - from 
seven penalties awarded - because 
our discipline at times let us down. 

At half-time it was 8-8 but in the 
second half we progressed to score 
21 unanswered points. And the 
penalty count went down. 

We had a talk at half-time but 1 



think the boys knew themselves 
what was needed - we can't afford 
to try to cut corners. You have to be 
squeaky clean to get results or pay 
the penalty. 

That second-half performance 
against Barrow was very satisfying - 
we kept Barrow from scoring a try. 

You have to remember that, as 
some of the coaching staff were 
saying at the end, Barrow had 
scored 40 points against Gateshead 
the week before. 

I know we are scoring a lot of 
points but preventing the opposition 
scoring is also a priority. 

We need to be more disciplined 
and at some stage we are going to 
hit a real purple patch and murder 
teams. We haven't really clicked and 
when we get to that third and fourth 
gear not many teams are going to 


live with us. That’s not boasting - it's 
being realistic based on the way the 
side is developing. 

The season is halfway through 
and squad has had time to develop 
an understanding. 

Also, recent games have shown 
that the squad is getting more depth 
- we can ride out injuries and have 
people who can step up and do a 
job. 

In the Barrow game that was cer¬ 
tainly tested. It was always the plan 
to move Gavin Brown to hooker - it 
was so hot and humid we felt we 
had to relieve Paul Pickering of 
some pressure of being on for 80 
minutes. 

Paul is an all-action player and we 
decided that Gavin would go to 
hooker at 30 minutes and stay there 
until 10 minutes into the second 
half. 

But you know what they say about 
best-laid plans... Jonny Woodcock 
had an ankle problem but Craig 
Poucher is not unfamiliar at full-back 
and he has a lot of versatility. He did 
very well there. 

Gavin went to stand-off and was 
outstanding and put in some great 
shots. Brendon Lindsay moved to 
centre, where he's played before, 
and went pretty well. 

There were lot of plusses and 
some great performances. Greg 
Hurst had his best game for a few 
weeks. 

Tommy Trayler had an outstanding 
debut. It’s always hard when you 
come into a side and not many peo¬ 
ple know you and he certainly 
gained the respect of all the players. 

But we have to see the warning 
signs - our discipline has to improve 
for us to be serious contenders at 
the end of the season. 
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Associate Match Sponsor 
irwinmitchell ' 


Contact Nina Snowden 

(Marketing Assistant) 

Irwin Mitchell, St Peter’s House, 
Hartshead, Sheffield SI 2EL 

Tel 0870 1500 100 
DDI 0114 274 4554 
Fax 0114 275 555 


Big Match Sponsor 

modisT 


It’s staffing made easy 

Contact Andy Tyers on 
0114 270 2110 or at 

andy.tyers@modisintl.com 

St James House 
Vicar Lane 
Sheffield 
SI EEX 


snowdenn@irwinmitchell.co.uk 

www.imonline.co.uk 


Tel 0114 273 0281 
www.modisintl.com 
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COOPERATIVE 

Dperience complete confidence 


Fo ally Known as Apollo Business Travel 
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24/7 Courier and Light Haulage Service 
UK and European Collection and Delivery 
__Documents to Pallets 


Same Day • Multi Drop • Contract Work 


www.cumminsxpress.co.uk 

1^0114 247 6167 or 07951 868 797 
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wake smith 
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Wills & Probate 
Financrol 4 Investment 
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Dr*orco & Child Cara 
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Toll 0114 269 66 60 
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Take the train to the game. 



No traffic. No hassles. No worries. 
Northern. Proud sponsors of the Northern Rail Cup. 


www.northernrail.org 


A /y northern 




























The heat's on Hobbs to 
turn round Fev decline 


Ones to 
watch 

Richard 

Blakeway 

Half-back whose 
kicking game and 
distribution are the 
keys to Rovers' go- 
forward aims. 
Successfully recov¬ 
ered from a long¬ 
term knee injury. 

Stuart 

Dickens 

Goal-kicking prop 
named as May’s 
NL2 Player of the 
Month. A forward of 
vast experience, 
including at Super 
League level One of 
the new breedwho 
can play the full 80 

Dale 

Cardoza 

A former Eagls 
winger who broke 
his leg while with 
Doncaster last sea¬ 
son. Now back on 
the field, he is still 
fleet of foot and has 
added strength to 
his speed, 


S HEFFIELD Eagles chief 
executive Mark Aston 
spent a year with 
Featherstone back in the 
90s, but returned to eventu¬ 
ally push the Sheffield pack 
to victory around a park 
called Wembley. 

Featherstone are an old 
and proud club and they too 
have won at the Twin 
Towers (three times). 

The one that stands out is 
the 1983 Challenge Cup 
Final where Rovers beat 
Hull in the biggest upset 
until 98 and a certain David 
Hobbs received the Lance 
Todd Trophy. 

Every Featherstone player 
in that team, apart from 
one, was from the town. 

Both of these Aston- 
patronised clubs now find 
themselves facing each 


other in the lowest profes¬ 
sional league. 

Rovers are newly relegat¬ 
ed after a traumatic year, 
although coach and 
Featherstone legend Hobbs 
admits: “The club has been 
on the decline for probably 
three or four years." 

The club’s admitted ambi¬ 
tion is to rise back into NL1 
as fast as possible. They 
have had problems, though, 
not least the injury to 
Richard Blakeway and the 
loss of Josh Weedon. 

In order to heighten the 
rugby league profile in their 
area, Rovers have recently 
joined forces with local 
amateur club Featherstone 
Lions who have applied for 
Lottery funding for a project. 
The two clubs have also 
submitted a joint application 
to field an Under-18s side in 


the BARLA National Youth 
League. 

In another initiative the 
Lionheart Stadium has 
recently played host to 
young people from 
Pinderfields Hospital 
School. The youngsters, 
several of whom were in 
wheelchairs, undertook a 
unique health and fitness 
course at the Rovers’ Study 
Centre and were presented 
with certificates of achieve¬ 
ment. 

These activities illustrate 
the desire Featherstone 
have to succeed as a club 
and a community. Hobbs is 
just as positive in his state¬ 
ments about on-field inten¬ 
tions, stating: “I’ve pushed 
the board hard to raise 
more funds for squad build¬ 
ing. This is an opportunity to 
build a winning side " 


It is two games to one in 
favour of the Eagles so far 
in 2006. 

Rovers won at Clfton 
Park, Rotherham, but 
Sheffield have taken the 
honours at both Lionheart 
meetings. 

The last one was on 
Good Friday when there 
were just two points in it at 
half-time - 26-24 to 
Eagles. Grant Farrow 


Last meeting 

grabbed two tries and 
Brendon Lindsay, Greg 
Hurst and Craig Brown 
had scored one each for 
Eagles, while Josh 
Weedon, Stuart Dickens, 
Carl Hughes and Dale 
Cardoza replied for 
Featherstone. 

After the break, the 


Eagles’ defence held firm 
for 31 minutes while allow¬ 
ing McClarron, Presley 
and Ostler to roll the 
scoreboard forward. 

Dickens collected off 
Paul Hughes to barge 
over, but James Ford went 

in against his former club 

on the 75th minute, sup¬ 
porting McClarron s 50- 
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Challenge 
Cup Final 

Bookings are still 
being taken for trav¬ 
el to the Powergen 
{Challenge Cup Final 
at Twickenham on 
Saturday 26th 
August. The bus 
departs from various 
points around 
Sheffield and will 
return at approxi¬ 
mately 5.30pm. 

The cost of travel 
will be approximately 
£16 (to be confirmed 
with passengers near¬ 
er to travel date.) 

Bookings are being 
taken on a first 
come , first served 
basis at the Club 
Shop or by calling 
0114 261 0326. 

A £10 non-return¬ 
able deposit is 
required per passen¬ 
ger. 


The Squad 
of Success 
Raffle Draw 


ICKETS will be shortly 
sent out for the Squad 
Of Success Draw which 
will take place on Friday 
1st September (half-time 
at our game against 
Blackpool). 

By selling as many 
Squad Of Success Draw 
tickets as you can, you are 
directly influencing the 
amount of additional 
money the Eagles will 
have when it comes to 
signing players for 2007. 

It’s simple - sell your tick¬ 
ets to friends, family, col¬ 
leagues, neighbours, peo¬ 
ple in the pub, the post¬ 
man, the milkman, the 


kids’ teachers, the kids’ 
friends’ parents and any¬ 
one else you can think of 
to raise as much money 
as you can to help 
Sheffield Eagles continue 
to sign the players that we 
need to keep moving the 
club forward. 

The top prize is a 
Family Holiday To Spain, 
with many other fabulous 
prizes up for grabs! If you 
haven't received any tick¬ 
ets in the post - then call 
Denise on 0114 261 0326 
to have some tickets sent 
to you. 

Make sure you are part 
of the Squad Of Success! 


Four 
home 
games 
to go 

Friday 
21st July 
v London Skolars 
8pm 


Friday 
28th July 
v Swinton Lions 
8pm 


Friday 

11th August v 
Dewsbury Rams 
8pm 


Friday 

1st September 
v 

Blackpool Panthers 

8pm 


The next Race Night will be in January 2007 


Have your shout aiscuss the match, chat with fans at: 


rugbyieague.org \<f r “9 b yieague.org rugbyieague.org 
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Aficio Dsc 445 

Transform your office documents with fast, high-quality colour 

•45 ppm A4 Mono/35 ppm Colour printing 
.True 1200 x 1200dpi colour printing 
•Memory Standard: 1024 MB ♦ 80GB Hard Me Dim 
•Modular options for colour copy, network scanning, fax 
and electronic document manipulation and storage 
•Low cost/ high production office device . „ 

•Standard PCL5c. PCL6. RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 
•Network ready 
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Aficio DSm 415/f/p/pf 

Double-sided solutions for every small office environment. Faxing and 
network printing options offering total document solutions in 
one small, compact device. 

•15 ppm A4 Mono 
•A5-A4 

•Zoom: 50 - 200% (in 1 % steps) 

•Memory Standard: 384 MB + 20GB Hard Disk Drive 
•Standard PCL5e, PCL6, RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 
•Twin laser beam scanning & electro-photographic printing 
•Less than 22kg 




Aficio DSm 730 

Offering fast output speeds, and time-saving paper handling features 

•30 ppm A4 Mono 
•A6-A3 

•Zoom: 25 - 400% (in 1 % steps) 

•Memory Standard: 384 MB + 20GBHard Disk Drive 
•Modular options for stapling, network scanning, fax and electronic 
document manipulation and storage 
•Standard PCL5e, PCL6, RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 
•Twin laser beam scanning & printing 


For more details on the above or any of our products please contact 
Joanne Dickinson - NRG Group Ltd, on 0114 2571444 


NRG 
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llaserEL 


slowdown 

and help save lives 


SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE 
SAFETY CAMERA 
PARTNERSHIP 


www.safetycamera.org 

Barnsley Council, Sheffield City Council, Doncaster Council, Rotherham 
Council!South Yorkshire Police. HM Courts Service, Highways Agency. 
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Try the franking machine 
designed for the smaller 
office FREE for 30 days 

If you're still using stamps to send out your mail, 
then you're familiar with post office queues and 
putting extra stamps on to ensure it gets there'. 

Avoid the queues, promote your company and pay 
less for your postage with PersonaIPost", the 
franking machine for the smaller office. 

To find out more and order your FREE TRIAL 
call us on 0800 085 7143 quoting reference 
V71 or Visit US at www.frankyourmail.co.uk 


POSTAGE DISCOUNTS 
ARE AVAILABLE WITH 
FRANKED MAIL 



Engineering the flow of communication™ 




It could be Youle! 



ANINE Youle and husband Paul, 
massive Eagles fans, were on hand, 
above, to collect their recent winnings 
on the Goldrush lottery. 

Janine picked up £100 which she says 
she is going to spend on Paul’s upcom¬ 
ing birthday. 

For your chance to pick up a birthday 
bonus or some extra pocket money 
AND help Sheffield Eagles raise valu- 


Week 21 

Friday 16tli June 2006 
Mon £100 Julie Fields 
Tue rmn Mr* MA Baker 
Wedj £100 Undsay Hardy 

Thu:_£1 qojCarglMartLn__ 

Fit £100 Crai g Taylor 

+ Saturday: Rollover 
Next week £1,000 ★ 

Plus £5 consolation prizes - 15 
The draw was made by 

Kristina Booth, 

Office Admin 


able cash at the same time, join the 
Goldrush. 

You can win £100 per day Monday to 
Friday and up to £1000 every Saturday. 
There are also two £5,000 jackpots 
each year up for grabs for those who 
require serious winnings! 

For information on how to join, 
visit the Club Shop today or call 
0114 261 0326 



To be a winner and for more 
information or to join Goldrush, 
call at the Eagles Club Shop 
today or speak to Denise on ... 

0114 261 1604 
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Versatile Gavin is an 
all-round great guy 


G AVIN Brown rightly got the rave reviews after the 
win over Barrow Raiders. 

It seems that on the night everything he tried went 
right. 

And you could move him around the team and he'd 
do the job. 

Gav started the game at scrum-half, then went to 
hooker... then it was on to stand-off. 

And, yes, when Jonny Woodcock injured his ankle, 
who stepped up and kicked three goals and a penal¬ 
ty? Gav. 

He chipped in with a try and don't forget the drop- 
goal he produced just at the right moment to ease out 
the Eagles lead. 

So, Gavin, what’s the secret? 

t If the pack go forward, I’ll 
drive the bus - it’s my job 3 

“It was one of those days, sometimes it happens, 
sometimes it doesn't," he said. 

“If we knew the secret to make it happen, who 
knows what would happen." 

And playing in three position in the same game - 
how did you cope? 

“That was the plan, to give Picky (Paul Pickering) a 
rest because he has a big workload with all those big 
forwards running at him all the time,” Gav revealed. 

“So the plan was to give him a rest and then there 
was an injury to Jonny (Woodcock) and I moved to six 
and Brendon Lindsay moved to the centres. 

“But the platform was set by the rest of the lads. We 
went forward, something that we haven’t been doing, 
keeping hold of the ball. 

“If they can go forward, then I'll drive the bus - that’s 
what my job is, to put the ball where it should be and 
to take advantage of the other side's weaknesses," 
Simple really - don’t you wish we could bottle the 
secret? 



Man for all positions: Gavin, a star v Raiders 
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Eagles ... 

Eagles: Woodcock: McClarron. Ford, 
Poucher, Hurst; Undsay. G Brown: 
Howieson, Pickering, Stringer, Ostler, 

Smith, Dickinson, Subs: Presley. Trayler. 

C Brown, Sovatabua. 

Barrow: Marshall; James Finch 
Atkinson, Harrison, Nixon; Jones, Holt, 
Raftery, Clark. Blake, WilOTCk. 
McDermott. Whitehead. Subs: Archer, 
Lupton, Dutton, Rawlinson. 

Scorers: Eagles; Tries - Dickinson. 
Presley, McClarron. G Brown, Ford, 
Goals - Gavin Brown 4; Drop-goal - G 
Brown. Barrow: Goals - Holt 4. 

Referee: P Carr (Castleford). 


Raiders repelled: Eagles keep Barrow pointless in second half 


AGLES bounced back to winning 
ways with a great second-half dis¬ 
play that brushed aside Barrow Raiders. 

They left their promotion rivals reeling 
and denied Barrow the consolation of 
even a single try. 

The charge was led by Gavin Brown - 
playing at various times at scrum-half, 
stand-off and hooker, plus taking over 
the place-kicking when Jonny Woodcock 
was injured. 

The Raiders stayed in the game in the 
first half thanks to a string of penalties 
awarded by referee Paul Carr. 


The Eagles gave a debut to former 
Castleford Lock Lance back-rower 
Tommy Trayler who showed up well 
when he came off the bench. 

The Eagles took the lead after only 
two minutes when, following a tap penal¬ 
ty by Gavin Brown, Sean Dickinson went 
in for the try. Jonny Woodcock was wide 
with the spot-kick and later went off with 
an injured ankle. 

The Eagles brought on half-back Jon 
Presley and switched Gavin Brown to 
hooker and they started to move the ball 
faster and take control. 


Presley collected a bouncing ball to 
dive over and level the scores at the 
break. 

The deadlock was broken on 56 min¬ 
utes with winger Alistair McClarron inter¬ 
cepting Brett McDermott’s pass to run 50 
metres to touch down. Brown added the 
goal and followed up with a drop-goal, 
then a penalty. 

Brown capped a great performance 
with a try then added the goal. Centre 
James Ford wrapped up the win after 
sprinting 70 metres with Brown kicking 
the goal from the touchline. 


The Eagles had a disappointing day in 
Wales as Celtic Crusaders leapt above 
them in the table. And just to rub it in, Aled 
James, who the Crusaders signed from the 
Eagles less than 10 days ago, was on the 
scoresheet against his former club. 

The Eagles dominated the initial period 
of the game but their first handful of 
attempts were thwarted by the strong 
Crusaders defence. 

However, their attacking was rewarded in 
the 11th minute when Jimmy Walker slid in 
from Gavin Brown's kick. Brown converted. 

There was no more scoring until the 
36th minute despite strong attacks from 
both sides. Sean Dickinson was sin-binned 
for a late tackle on the quarter hour but 
Crusaders failed to take advantage. 

Eagles kept attacking. Craig Poucher’s 
pass went into touch near to the line while 


Waisale Sovatabua looked to have kicked 
a 40-20 but it just went short. 

Luke Young set up Tony Duggan to go 
over for Crusaders' equalising try on 36 
minutes, Young scored an almost identical 
try just after half-time while former Eagle 
Carl de Chenu almost scored a third but 
pressure from Poucher caused him to hit 
the flag when diving for the line. 

de Chenu then became try-stopper as 
he forced Walker into touch as he dived for 
the line just before Young fed James for 
another Crusaders score. 

Eagles pulled a try back on 72 minutes 
with Sovatabua went in under the sticks 
with Poucher converting to produce a 
grandstand finish. 

The game-breaker came from a scrum 
Crusaders which resulted in a try for debu¬ 
tant Gareth Dean on 77 minutes. 



Crusaders 28.Eagles 12 

Crusaders: Duggan, de Chenu, James. 
Quinn. Johnson, Young, Van Dijk, Davies,' 
Ryan. Cushion. Barton. Jobson, 

Fitzgerald. Subs: Dean,.G Davies .Van 
Rensberg, Morgan. 

Eagles: Poucher, McLarren, Ford. 

Walker, Worrincy. Lindsay, G Brown, 
Howieson, Pickering. Ostler. C Brown, 
Smith, Dickinson. Subs: Presley, 
Buckenham, Hay, Sovatabua. 

Scorers: Crusaders: Tries - Duggan, 
Young, James. Dean. Morgan; Goals - 
Quinn 4. Eagles: Tries - Walker. 

Sovatabua; Goal - G Brown, Poucher. 
Referee: lan Smith (Oldham). 




Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 
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Points difference gives the 
Marauders that little bit Moor 


W ITH three rounds of the regular 
season still to go, three of the 
five sides in the division are locked 
neck and neck with eight points each 
at the summit, while the other two 
teams have shown themselves to be 
capable of causing an upset. 

Thorne Moor Marauders currently 
sit on top of the pile by virtue of their 
superior points difference which is 
founded predominantly on a miserly 
defence which is by far the best in 
the division. 

Experienced players try machine 
Cliffton Richardson, Ryan Rafferty, 
Mark Roach and Shaun Carver have 
again been taking the eye, but the 
real find has been 16-year-old winger 
Steve Williams who looks to be a 
great talent. 

Lincoln City Knights have the best 
attacking record, as they showed 


Phil Caplan looks at the teams 
in the Totalrl.com Summer 
Conference North Midlands 
Division’s chances as the 
league seasons unfolds 

with another half-century at 
Mansfield last weekend. 

Craig King and Dan Reed have 
been among their best performers so 
far. 

Sheffield Hillsborough Hawks have 
benefited from some of their more 
experienced players now being avail¬ 
able, having relinquished their LHF 
Healthplan National League Three 
status, and their draw with Thorne 
last weekend was a terrific tussle as 
a result. 

Bryn Evans' organisation and Harry 
Whales' speed have been key 
weapons in their armoury. 

Worksop recently pulled off a 


shock win against the Hawks to out¬ 
line their potential and look set to be 
in the play-offs for which the top four 
qualify. 

Mansfield are improving every 
week, scoring 36 points in defeat 
against Lincoln in round six. 

The knockout stages begin on 
22nd July with the regional final set 
for 5th August. 

In the national quarter-finals, the 
North Midlands winners will play their 
counterparts from the East - who 
look set to be South Norfolk Saints or 
Bedford Tigers - and there is then an 
open draw for the semi-finals. 

The Grand Final is a double head¬ 
er with the Premier League decider 
for the Harry Jepson Trophy on 3rd 
September, with the likely venue 
being somewhere in the West 
Midlands. 


The Midlands Merit League is con¬ 
tinuing to flourish and boasts a 100 
per cent game completion rate. 
Plans are now in place to run a jun¬ 
ior competition in 2007 to assist in 
spreading the game throughout 
South Yorkshire and the Midlands. 

Sheffield Forgers went down 
valiantly against Scunthorpe Braves 
in their latest Midlands Merit 
League fixture. The 18-30 scoreline 
would have been narrowed to just 
six points had the Forgers man¬ 
aged to bring their kicking boots, 
with Dave Perace's lone conversion 
the only successful kick of the day. 

The performance rallied the side 
who take on East Riding in Hull 


T". Jo 


Midlands 
Merit Lge 

tomorrow looking for their second 
win in the league. 

Phil Stubbs earned a brace of 
tries, while David Butler and Aaron 
Brown also crossed the whitewash 
in the blisteringly hot conditions. 

But the bigger Scunthorpe pack 
managed to outmuscle the 
Sheffield side up the middle, where 
the damage was done. 

Chesterfield Spires were also 
dealt another defeat at the hands of 


Nottingham Outlaws A. Although it 
was one of Chesterfield's best per¬ 
formances the Spires still suc¬ 
cumbed to a shortage of substitutes 
in the sweltering weather and went 
down 18-52. 

But they put up strong resistance 
in the second half. 

Both sides now have one eye on 
the European Rugby League 
Federation’s York 9s tournament on 
16th July. Having accepted invita¬ 
tions to the tournament, the 
Forgers and the Spires will be rub¬ 
bing shoulders with other develop¬ 
ment sides from all over Europe to 
challenge for the Archbishop 
Dolben Cup. 

More info at www.york9s.ik.com 
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Tag action: The Festival is one of of the biggest spotting events for Sheffield schools 


crpHE Sheffield Eagles 
LI Annual Tag Rugby League 
Festival takes place at Don 
Valley Stadium on Monday 
10th July. 

With support from the 
Sheffield City Council’s SRB 
5/6 Festival Funding 
Programme, which has grant¬ 
ed £500 to help make the 
event a success, over 400 
children from local primary 
schools will be taking part. 

The Festival has becom a 
huge success and is widely 
acknowledged as one of 


Sheffield's largest primary 
school sporting events. 

As ever, the Eagles are 
looking for volunteers to help 
make the event run smoothly - 
so if you are available to refer¬ 
ee, register teams, manage a 
pitch or anything along those 
lines, please call David Butler 
or Gavin Brown on 0114 261 
0326. 

The day will run from 12pm 
to 3.30pm and will be an 
excellent end to another year 
of achievement in Sheffield's 
schools. 


Cagles Summer Camps 

The Eagles will run three Summer Rugby Camps 
at Don Valley Stadium over the summer: 

• Year 5 and 6: Monday 31st July to Friday 4th 
August 

• Year 7 and 8: Monday 7th August to Friday 
11th August 

• Year 9 and 10: Monday 7th August to Friday 
11th August 

Each course will run daily from 10am to 
3pm. The cost of each course is £35 - booking 
forms are available from the Club Shop or by 
calling 0114 261 0326 



Marc// 





Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLD RUSH now 
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Corporate sponsors 2006 


Network Services Ltd 


Sheffield 

Insulations 


'ftTheStar 


HANLON i WFUGHT 



KXent 



DIOTRinuTION hLC 


Chatfields 

modis 


Pennine Business Forms 


(i N Td R) 


u. 

iTIL* 


SIG Roofing Supplies Group - 
The Market Leaders! 


We are proud to sponsor Sheffield Eagles & wish 
them continued success in the future. 


/ Setvng more than 20.000 roofing / Usin 9 a fleet of over 200 vehicles t® 

V contractor* ocrou the UK. del,ver to slfe eve{ Y single day. 

y Operating from over 100 branches / Employing more than 1000 knowledgeable 

and a variety of trading companies enthusiastic and highly trained specialist 

staff. 

y More than 30,000 product fines. 

y Unbeatable service levels • across 

/ More than 65 yean experience In the ever V P® d of our business, constantly 
roofing Industry revised to keep standards high. 

Providing a stocking service for Britain's / Wo have a commuted external sales force 
* leading contractors and builders who are available to advise and assist, 

merchants. 

y Providing distribution opportunities tor market 
leading manufacturers. 

Head Office: Harding Way, St Ives, Cambs, PE27 3YJ 
TEL: 01480 466777 FAX: 01480 300269 
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-I LOVE MV S 

enterprise Software i 


Why are our customers ao passionals 
about tholr enterprise software? 
Because we doslgnod It Just for them. 

Wo focus oxcluslvoly on the 
manufacturing and distribution Industries. 

We are experts In solving the essential 
challenges our customers face everyday - 
we know their business, speak their language 
and make promises we can keep. 

Our customers love us for It - and It shows. 


(In Td r) 

focus on o’gntiiK 

01D1 237 WOO wwwJnrmxom 




O 



A mobiledeal 

Consumer Mobiles o 
Business Mobiles o 
Tones and Games o 

At amobiledeal.com we offer a complete solution for 
all your mobile needs. We have the latest phones and 
best contracts on all major networks: an online shop 
with over 4000 products, tones and games for you to 
download plus special deals on call charges. 

We can offer contracts on all major 
networks so visit our website to view the 
latest handsets and current deals at 
www.Amobiledeal.com 

amobilcdcal.com 
Sheaf House, 23 Mauncer Drivo, Sheffield S13 7JE 
Email: info amobiledeal.com 

Amobilcdcal.com is part of the Sheaf Telecom Group 

































Experts don't e h 



fancy the 



Last weekend’s round of fix¬ 
tures marked the halfway 
point of the 2006 LHF 
National League Two and 
things are shaping up for a 
grandstand finish In 
September. The Eagles have 
been near the top for much 
of the season, with three 
players, Johnny Woodcock, 
James Ford and Gavin 
Brown, making the Team Of 
The Month for their perform¬ 
ances In May. At the start of 
the league campaign, a panel 
of four rugby league experts 
gave their predictions. With 
11 of the 22 games played, 
have our panel changed their 
verdicts? 


Dean Thomas (Head Coach, 
Gateshead Thunder) 
Original: 

Dewsbury Rams 
Swinton Lions 
Sheffield Eagles 
Celtic Crusaders 
Featherstone Rovers 
Gateshead Thunder 
New: 

Gateshead Thunder 
Sheffield Eagles 
Dewsbury Rams 
Celtic Crusaders 
Swinton Lions 
Featherstone Rovers 


As promotion push begins its 
second Phase, those in know 
say Sheffield areiset for glory 


Mark Aston does a lot of work 
behind the scenes to support 
Gary and I think they will come 
good and deliver a play-off-win¬ 
ning side" 


Eagles deserve promotion this 
tin e - a lot of hard work has gone 
\ri :o resurrecting the dub and 
thliy deserve to be given a break, 
btjt most importantly ! think on the 
fjld they can achieve It." 


77m Butcher (Rugby League 
World Editor) 

Original: 

Swinton Lions 
Sheffield Eagles 
Dewsbury Rams 
Keighley Cougars 
Featherstone Rovers 
Workington Town 
New: 

Swinton Lions 
Sheffield Eagles 
Dewsbury Rams 
Celtic Crusaders 
Featherstone Rovers 
Workington Town 


Dean has backed his own side to 
do the business after an excellent 
start to the campaign. The 
Thunder are targetting games 
where they did not pick up points 
last year, by doing the double over 
teams tike Workington, Keighley 
and scoring points away at 
HunsleLThe Thunder still have to 
play basement sides London and 
Blackpool home and away and are 
aiming to build a promotion plat¬ 
form on top of these games. The 
dub feel they can take points from 
the top teams when they visit the 
Thunderdome. 

• Dean tip for play-off pro¬ 
motion: Sheffield Eagles,‘They 
have a great coach In Gary 
Wilkinson, have spent money very 
wisely and have good strength 
and depth throughout the club. 


dick Tayting (Eagles fan and 
programme columnist) 

Original: 

Dewsbury Rams 
Sheffield Eagles 
featherstone Rovers 
SWinton Uons 
Cbltic Crusaders 
Keighley Cougars 
New: 

Sheffield Eagles 
Dewsbury Rams 
Swinton Lions 
Celtic Crusaders 
Barrow Raiders 
Featherstone Rovers 


Tim has stood byy his’original pre¬ 
diction that Swinton!Lions can win 
the league, on the:proviso that 
Lee Marsh and Martin'Moana 
remain fit. Withoutithese.two key 
players, the Lions’/form dipped 
drastically agalrisilGeltlc. 
Crusaders. Tim-also^admits he 
under- estimated I Celtic 1 Crusaders 
and has promoted them!five 
places up to fourth “Yoircan't 
Ignore their Impressive results; he 
says. “But-theylve' probably. not got 
the mettle to go' this 

year." Conversley; Tim^pyef-esti* 
mated the strength’of..KeTijtiley 
Cougars, but feels) that'they aren’t 
far off the rest of the pack and just 

lack the wlnnlngitbuch. Despite 
naming Dewsbury, as-“the team to 

beat"-, Tim feels that me Rams’ 
form will not fast and [they, will be 
edged out by the Eagles: 

•Tim tip for play-off 'promo¬ 
tion: With Swinton promoted 

automatically, the’Rugby!League 

World editor’s choice, for play-off 
victors is Sheffield Eagles. “The 


I urrent standings: 
Turn to Page 31 


• Nick tip for play-off promo¬ 
tion: Nick backs Dewsbury Rams 
and the experience of Andy Kelly 
to guide them back to NLl. 
“Swinton will be there at the death 
and Celtic will be good, but 
Dewsbury will edge It, assuming I 
am correct that Sheffield are 
champions." 


Chris Noble MBE (Sheffield 
Eagles director) 

Original: 

Sheffield Eagles 
Swinton Lions 
Dewsbury Rams 
Featherstone Rovers 
Workington Town 
Keighley Cougars 
New: 

Sheffield Eagles 
Swinton Uons 
Dewsbury Rams 
Featherstone Rovers 
Workington Town 
Celtic Crusaders 


N ck has altered his opinion in the 
Ebgles’favour, backing the side to 
gO up as champions. Nick bases 
hes changes on the Eagles’"sui¬ 
cide game” against Workington, 
the “bombed tries" game at 
Gateshead and the magnificent 
defensive effort that kept Barrow 
trv-less. “We have learned to 
defend," says Nick. “The game 
acainst Dewsbury was a really 
good one to witness, a real tussle 
and, although the Eagles lost, they 
were stilt learning defence. What 
they lacked was the Imagination to 
bfeat the very good Rams’ 
d( fence. I think they have learned 
h< w to do that since that game. 

B 1 mow not only did not score any 
tr 5s, they were held scoreless In 
tfe second half, which illustrates 
h jw formidable we are becoming, 
bit we must guard against com¬ 
placency" 


“The one thing everyone keeps 
saying is thatthereare no: easy 
games in this division, and they 
are rightl* Says Chris, “ifsiso hard 
to predict;a league when every¬ 
thing,is so tight and every,game 
could go either way" 

Despite the difficulty, Chris has 
stuck by his originaf prediction for 
the top five,, but admitsihe too: 
under-estimated CeltiCjCrusaders 
and vastly over-estimated Keighley 
Cougars 

“My, tip' for the.top has’to! be 
Sheffield Eagles,- I'CTn’t say any¬ 
thing elsef laughed Chris. *But{we 
can do it If we avotd jniuriesiarid' 
gifting sillypolnts;in,’the,league, 
like we did to; Working ton ’ and 
Gateshead. Wei need ltd keep! our 
heads and put each team'to the 
sword and.keep; chlpplngthe. 
points off everyone else." 

• Chris tip for play-off,pro¬ 
motion; Swlntpm “They're a good 
side andil;think- they’lI edge the 
play-offs, but Its.going to be tough 
and f'can’t wait for ihe results!" 


Team of the Month: Jonny 
Woodock, left, and James 
Ford, right 
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Specialist installers and maintained of all 
voice, data and electrical systems. 

CCLNS is a leading independent supplier providing 
a single source for all your networking 
and electrical requirements: 

Certified structured cabling systems £ 
Copper and fibre networks £ 
PABX and key telephone systems £ 
Active data equipment £ 
Electrical cabling systems £ 
Security systems £ 


Please call us for a 
competitive quote 


0870 0132389 * 


10 Bramley Park Road 
Sheffield SI3 8UA 

Unit 203c, Elgin Crescent 
Eastern Business Park 
Heathrow TW6 2LU 

www.cclns.co.uk 


email: sales@cclns.co.uk 



Suppliers of: 

Suspended Ceilings< 
Commercial Lighting< 
Tenon Partition Systems< 
Tenon Washroom Systems < 
Drylining< 
lnsulation< 

j 

Fire Protection < 
Raised Access Floors< 
Column Encasements< 
Hand & Power Tools < 
Fixings & Accessories< 


Delivering Commercial Interior Solutions 





FYFE FINANCIAL LTD 




Pennine 

HI-TECH 


Business Forms 
SECURITY PRINT 



CO-OPERATIVE 


wake smith 

solicitors 

Our services include: 
Commercial 

Company, Partnership 
& Business Law 
Commercial & 

Industrial Property 
IT, Telecoms 
& New Media 
Employment Law 
Contractual & 

Commercial Disputes 
Debt Recovery 
& Insolvency 


Private 

Inheritance Tax Planning 
Wills & Probate 
Rnancial & Investment 
Advice Pensions 
Family Law, 

Divorce & Child Care 
Personal Injury Claims 
Medical Negligence 


Tel: 0114 266 66 60 
Fax: 0114 267 12 53 


For initial contact please call 
Duncan Shepherd (Commercial) 
or Richard Lees (Private) 

68 Clarkehouse Road, Sheffield 
S10 2 LI 
6 Campo Lane, 

Sheffield SI 2EF 
W: www.wake-smith.com 
E: marketing@wake-smith.com 

o 













































VICE PRESIDENTS 

MrT Appleton 
Andrew Flower Associates 
Mrs J Bauer 
Mr and Mrs G Betts 
Dr A Brook 

Chatfields DAF Handsworth 
Mr S Creek 

Co-Operative Travel Management 

Coors Brewers 

CPD Distribution 

Cummins Xpress 

Fyfe Financial Ltd 

Hanlon & Wright 

Mr P Haydock 

Hi-Tech Security Print Ltd 

Mr R Jackson 

League Publications 

Mr and Mrs P Marsh 

Nick Firth Tiles 

Pennine Business Forms 

Powerminster Ltd 

Mr and Mrs S Proctor 

RDL Digital Print 

Safety Distribution Ltd 

Sheaf Telecom Ltd 

Mr J Smith 

Sheffield Insulations 

Mr l Swire 

Tolent Construction 

Wake Smith 

Mr S Waller 

Mr H White 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Mr John Dowling (Hon) 

Mr Howard Cartwright (Hon) 

Mr S Dickinson 


L AST night, Sheffield 
Eagles ran a very suc¬ 
cessful Evening With 
Norman Hunter, the former 
England World Cup Star, 
the event kindly sponsored 
by Gleeson Services and 
Powerminster supporting 
the Halliwells Challenge. 

The event marked anoth¬ 
er successful evening, with 
two more events coming 
up shortly - our second 
Golf Day at Abbeydale Golf 
Club and our luncheon 
with Dusty Young. 

Full details can be found 
below or call David Butler 
on 0114 261 0326 for 
further information. 


Modis spi 

Modis, tonight’s Big 

Match Sponsors, and 
collar sponsors of 

Sheffield Eagles, were 
delighted to announco 
additional sponsorship ol 
The Eagles 

msorship 

We're proud at 

Sheffield Eaglos to havo 
a good track record in 
promoting our sponsors’ 
brands. 

Modis, as well as 

many other 

last week. _ # -j companies in 

The it m o Cl 1 s the re 9 ion * 

ros-n iltmant-,- * hauo conn 

specialists 

recently supplied staff to 
a number of companies 
introduced to them via 
their partnership with 
Sheffield Eagles and 
rewarded the Eagles with 
a cash bonus for the 
introductions. 

the benefit of 
involving themselves with 
the club. 

If you would like to 
involve your company, 
please do not hesitate to 
call 0114 261 0326 to 
see what Sheffield 

Eagles can do for you. 


Golf Day • Monday 3rd July • Abbeydale Golf Club 


Your day includes: 

• Coffee and bacon sandwiches 
on arrival 

• Green fees 

• Team prizes 

• Nearest the Pin and 

• Longest Drives competitions 

• Hole in One prizes 


• Sponsored star prizes 

on certain par-three holes 

• Hospitality during your round 

• Meal on completion of your round 

• Prize presentation post event 

• Cost per team of 

four persons: £220 plus VAT 


-A- 


Forthcoming events 


A Luncheon With ... 
Dusty Young 
(One of the funniest Irish 
comedians on the circuit) 

Kick off the 
summer with 
a laugh 


.U 


An Evening With ... 

The Soul Men 

(South Yorkshire's finest soul 
ana Motown group) 


Friday 14th July 
Baldwins Omega 
Noon for lunch at 12.30pm 

Tickets £21.50 +VAT per person - __ 

Details and booking forms are available from the Club Shop, by 
telephone on 0114 261 0326 (please ask to speak to David 
Butler) or by e-mailing info @sheffieldeagles.com 


Thursday 7th September 
Baldwins Omega 
7.15pm for dinner at 7.45pm 
Tickets £25.50 + VAT per person 




A vision of the future 


Dato - 21 a BC Carthage 

Phoebe - Hannibal dear, where are you 
going this time with your army? 

Hannibal - To Rome, Mother. They re get¬ 
ting a bit big for their sandals, so we're 
going to leach them a lesson. 

Phoebe - And what are those large things 
carrying all the equipment? 

Hannibal - Elephants, Mother. We’re going 
over the Alps with them to surprise the 


will never work. Stay at home and wait for 
the Romans to come here. 

RESULT - Hannibal went over the Alps 
with his elephants, won battles against 
the Romans and stayed there for over 
ten years. 

Date - 1895 Huddersfield 

Arkwright - Aye, it's a rum do all this 
demand for broken time payments. 
Hetherton - Aye, but can you see why 
they won't allow payment? 

Arkwright - It’s cos we're up north, and t' 
brass is down south. 

Hetherton - No. It’s because our teams 
keep beating the crap out of theirs. We’re 
winning everything and they’ll try anything 
to stop us. If our players have to work it'll 
make us less powerful. 

Arkwright - Oh, right. But what can we 
do? 


organisation. Call it... Northern Union, wit 
our own rules and professionalism. 
Arkwright - Nay, lad, nay. It'll never work. 
RESULT -100 years on Northern Union 
aka rugby league is the most exciting 
team game on the planet 
Date - 1930 London 
Smith - Welcome, Monsieur Jules Rimet, 
to England. What can we do for you? 
Rimet - Non, it is what I can do for you. 1 
am setting up a World Cup football compe 
titlon and l wish to invite you at the FA to 
enter an England team. 

Smith - Really ... where? 

Rimet - Uruguay. 

Smith - Good grief. That’s a long way. 
Thanks, but no thanks, old chap. 

Rimet - 1 thought the home of football 
would be interested. The Uruguayans are 
willing to pay all expenses. 


Smith - Really? But no. I can't see this 
sort of thing working. Good day. 

RESULT - The World Cup is now the pre¬ 
mier single sporting event and is 
watched by millions all round tlie globe. 
Date - 1929 Huddersfield 
Arkwright - Oh, it's you again. Got any 
more hair-brained schemes? 

Hetherton - The first one worked, and this 
one is a real beauty. The Challenge Cup. 
We need to take the final to Wembley. 
Arkwright - What? Wembley in London? 
Hetherton - Is there another? Aye, that 
Wembley. What about that for a fitting end 
to the season? 

Arkwright • Nay, lad, nay. People up here 
won't go down south to watch a game, 
even if it is a final. It wouldn’t catch on, lad. 
RESULT - Even though it 
has travelled about and 
there are murmurs about 
its effectiveness, the 
magic of the Challenge 
Cup endures and the 
final will return to its 
spiritual home in 2007 
as a jewel in the crown 
of England’s sporting 
finals. 

Date - 1964 
Hollywood 

Producer - Okay, Mr. 

Roddenberry, we have 
the basic idea, but what 
are the details of this 
new series you call... 

Star Struck? 

Roddenberry - Trek. 

Star Trek. The ideas are all in 
the draft - starships that travel faster than 
light, aliens both good and evil, androids, 
laser guns, hand-held communicators ... 
Producer - Whoa there, Gene. That other 
stuff I can see, but hand-held? Like a 
phone receiver on its own? 

Roddenberry - Exactly. Only even smaller 
and without wires. 

Producer - Sorry, Gene, but hand-held 
phones with no wires. I know we are talk¬ 
ing the 24th century, but that is pure fanta¬ 
sy. People won't believe it. It won’t work. 
RESULT - Since the invention of the silicon 
chip, millions of people communicate 


every day worldwide on phones smaller 
than the palm of a hand, and ft is only 
just the 21st century. 

Date - 2006 A phone line 
Reporter - Hello, Stefan, I hear you're 
hoping to stage a rugby league game over 
there in Georgia. 

Stefan - Yes, Andy. It is between us and 
Holland, part of the qualifiers for the World 
Cup. It is to go ahead on Georgia Day. It 
should be good. 

Reporter - Sure, but there are no leagues 
over there. Very few people know the 
game, your players, even less the Dutch 
team. 

Stefan - That's okay. We've done some 
good planning and we are very oplinistic. 
Reporter -1 don’t think it will work. 

RESULT -11,000 people turn up 
to watch Georgia’s victory. 
Date - The Future. 

RFL HQ 

Arkwright jnr - Ay up, lad. 
How are you? 

Hetherton jnr - Fine. I've 
come to see you about a lit¬ 
tle project. 

Arkwright - Another one? 
Hetherton - Yes. Listen to 
this. Why don't you make 
some sweeping changes in 
your media and marketing 
department. Bring in people 
who have a real passion for 
the game, will make sure we 
have a truly high profile, so 
high the media can't ignore it, 
get on friendly terms with 
everyone who can do RL 
good, get high-profile people 
to present the Challenge and Super 
League Cups; generally make sure that 
anyone who is anyone knows that RL is 
the greatest game and that they don't for¬ 
get it. 

Arkwright - Bit of a tall order there, lad. 
Sounds a bit too much like hard work to 
me. Nay, lad. It’ll never work. 

RESULT • Who knows, unless we try ft? 


N idc 
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i Don’t forget to send in your drawings or paintings of me or your favourite player - and 
if you are having a birthday or have a a message for a friends, wnte to me, Kid-E, 
at Sheffield Eagles RLFC, Don Valley Stadium, Worksop Road, Sheffield, S9 3TL • 



Down memory Lane: Flashback to Fev at Clifton Lane 


Eee-gulls , Eee-gulls, Eee- 
gulls! 

Hi there, Eagles Fans! It's Kid-E, 
your rugby league super-hero mascot 
.here welcoming you to Don Valley 
Stadium. Once again, we're enter¬ 
taining the famous Featherstone 
Rovers - or simply Fev as they are 
known all over Rugby League Land. 

Last time they were here - well, 
they weren't... they and us were at 
Clifton Lane, Rotherham - we were 
beaten in the Northern Rail Cup. 

On our visit to Fev in the league we 
beat them, so they'll be out for 
revenge! Rovers, as I never fail to 
remind everyone, are Mark Aston's 
other club. There is a picture, some¬ 
where in the Eagles office, of him in 
a fetching blue Featherstone kit. It 
doesn't suit him, but enough of this 
ancient history. 

I hope you were at the last home 
game! What a cracker again! Where 
do you begin? After a really scrappy 
first half the fellas put on 21 unan¬ 
swered points. 

Gavin Brown had a great game - 
13 points in total. At one point, Gavin 
put up a high ball and was clattered 
by a very late tackle. Friends in the 
stands said you could hear the con¬ 
tact from there. Amazingly, Gavin got 
up and carried on playing! What a 
hero! 

It was another cracking perform¬ 
ance from Gavin and defensively we 
were brilliant. Barrow didnt get any 
tries. That must be very pleasing for 
the coaching staff. 

As I put quill to paper, we’re riding 
high in the league. After tonight we’re 


away from Don Valley Stadium for a 
few weeks - the stadium is being 
used for other things including a con¬ 
cert by the Red Hot Chilli Peppers! 

My young pals tell me theyare a 
rock/beat combo from the USA 
(America - not Uther Side of 
Attercliffe) so I expect the stadium 
will be full. | hope they leave the 
place in good repair for us to play in. 

So we’re away for a month - on the 
road at Barrow, Swinton and 


Workington. Who puts the fixture list 
together? It's your last chance then 
for a while to get behind your team 
here at Don Valley. So give them 
everything you’ve got - they’ll be giv¬ 
ing everything too. 

See you in a month! 

Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! 

K id-E 
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impressed with the Eagles' match day, just as Eagles 
fans were impressed by the youngsters' dancing 
skills, and a return visit is pencilled in for later this 
season. 


Our mascots at our last home game were Shirecliffe Junior School who also 
took part in our pre-match Tag Rugby Festival. All the schools had a fantastic 
time at Don Valley and made plenty of noise as the Eagles went on to beat 
Barrow Raiders! 


Golden Gamble 

7icket number 01501 went 
unclaimed at our last match - so 
check those lucky tickets one 
more time! 

Make sure you buy your 
Golden Gamble ticket for 
tonight’s draw and you could win 
hundreds of pounds! Half the 
cash taken in is paid out as 
prizes, with the other half going 
to the Eagles. 

The draw is made at half time - 
so purchase your ticket now and 
listen out for the lucky number! 





EXPERIENCE 


presented by fflCHAIRO LEE 


in association with 


www.thB—— 

karaoke 


nfnrmatinn v*) nuisifij 
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Conspiracy cobblers 


ELL, the biggest “conspiracy 
theory” of recent times turned 
out to be a load of old cobblers. As 
he made clear in a live television 
interview, the Wigan owner, Dave 
Whelan, will not be offering a mas¬ 
sive payment to the winners of the 
NL1 Grand Final to reject promo¬ 
tion, as had been suggested in cer¬ 
tain publications. 

The way Whelan dismissed the 
reports will have brought relief to 
more than a few paranoid NL1 sup¬ 
porters. 

“We are determined not to go 
down, but whatever happens we will 
not stoop to pay Leigh, Hull 
Kingston Rovers or any other team 
who has fought all season to get 
what they desire and what they 
deserve," Whelan said. 

“We will never think of doing any¬ 
thing of that nature. Where that 
story has come from, I don’t know" 

What the writers of those stories 
seemed to presume was that Hull 
KR, Leigh, Widnes, Whitehaven or 
whoever wins the NL1 Grand Final, 


would be willing to accept such a 
payment and happily allow Wigan to 
keep their top flight status. 

Who were they kidding? 

Both Leigh and Widnes have tast¬ 
ed life in Super League, and have 
made no attempt to disguise their 
ambitions to climb back. 

In fact Centurions official Alex 
Murphy was quoted in one of the 
“rumour mill” reports saying that 
there is no way they would forego 
their Super League place. 

The Leigh coach Tony Benson 
was also quoted last weekend as 
saying that their promotion goal has 
been brought forward a year to this 
season. 

Similarly, Widnes Vikings have 
always made it clear that they are 
aiming to regain their top-flight sta¬ 
tus - their recent recruitment has 
underlined that. 

And what of Hull Kingston 
Rovers? 

For years they have sought to 
bring the good times back to East 
Hull, and at present they look the 


best equipped club and team to 
make the step up. 

Their Powergen Challenge Cup 
win over Warrington showed every¬ 
one the potential at Craven Park. 

So would the hard work of so 
many people - players, coaches 
and officials - be simply thrown 
away to accept a big payment to 
stay down? 

No way. 

Sometimes people outside the 
National Leagues forget the sheer 
ambition of clubs at this level. Just 
because they are not in Super 
League does not mean that they 
are not doing everything to try and 
get there in the future. 

That notion can be stretched to 
some clubs in NL2, who aspire to 
reach Super League one day. 

So when rumours and reports fly 
about the next time - and they are 
almost certain to do so - it would be 
better to see people acknowledging 
the ambition and drive that exists 
everywhere you look in the National 
Leagues. 



£ We will not stoop to pay a team who has fought 
all seaon to get what they desire and deserve 5 
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NE AT totalrugbyleague 
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Daily, weekly or 
monthly - we’ve got 
Rugby League covered 
from top to bottom! 

or Rugby League World and Rugby League 
Express, place a regular order at your 
newsagent or call our subscription hotline 
on 01484 401895. 

for the latest news as it happens, visit our 
website atwww.totalrl.com 
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www.kukrisports.com 
DESIGN ONLINE! 


0-ffic.iai sponsor 
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Tackle everyday 
heartrtaare eoste 

from t2/i3 i 


NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 


With an LHF Healthplan, you'll get money back towards 
the cost of treatments such as: 

• Dental check-ups, fillings etc. 

• Eye tests, glasses and < 

contact lenses ) 

• Physiotherapy, health screening, 
hospital stays and much more... 


J 


/ T1 9 « 

m 




join now for a -fines official 
|y/afionai league polo shirt 

Just quote ref: LS0005 


can oiw w 

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk 


Acc e55, t whictH? Vh fh th Grou P LHF Heaithplan, Riverside House, 7 Canal Wharf, Leeds, Access '^registered and incorporated In England 
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record or mnrS ? e , re , d no - 183035. Its registered office Is at Hambleden House, Waterloo Court, Anao 

3nd protect our ml* i phone C3lls to hel P ‘mprove our service _ rtnrfiMnn - 

The nffp r ^Grnbers. . upars of ape. Terms and Conditions 

°pply. Please cont 1 -? r new members of LHF Joining before 31 / 12 / 2006 . Applicants must be un 
contact us for full details. Promoter. LHF. Riverside House, Leeds. 
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Picketing 

IT 

Morion 

Morton 


Smith 

James 

Crawford 

Bucklwi 

Dickinson 

nir&rincnn 


m 

NRC 

if« vrti 

Sun 12th February 

A 

mm 

3.00 

Featherstone Rovers 

W 38-18 

Woodcock 

Hurst 

2T 

Ford 

Poucher 

5G 

Wonlncy 

Inhjj 

IT 

Pro*/ 

IT 

Hcwiewn 

ruiy 

Hay 

IT 

C Brov/n 

Smith 

G Brown 

OsUer 

Fletcher 

IT 

NRC 

Fri 17th February 

H 

8.00 

York City Knights 

W 29-24 

Woodcock 

Hurst 

IT 

Ford 

U 

Poucher 

1T4G 

Womncy 

Und^T 

PreVy 

Howieson 

BrenUey 

flirkinsnn 

fc— 

C Brov/n 

Smith 

fsr 

Ostler 

Ull#NJL50l1 

Andrews 

Fletcher 

Rpfrhur 

NRC 

FrJ 24th February 

H 

8.00 

Hull Kingston Rovers 

L 44-22 

Woodcock 

Hurst 

Font 

Poucher 

3G 

Womncy 

IT 

Cnda/ 4 ” 

SBrevwT 

Hovrieson 

Pickering 

Os tier 

Dickinson 

Smith 

Hay 

Ciemie 

C Brov/n 

Lindsay 

neicner 

Fletcher 

NRC 

Sun 5th March 

A 

3.00 

York City Knights 

L 32-16 


"First 

Andrews 

IT 

Poucher 

IT 

'Aomncy 

fTbroi- 

p«5 r 

y, 

" 'Buck’ham 

8rcntley 


Hoy 

C B rown 

Smith 


OsUer 

Dickinson 


PCC 

Tue 14th March 

A 

7.30 

3rd Round, Swinton Lions 

L 42-18 

Woodcock 

Hurst 

Ford 

Andrews 

Worrincy 

UndM/*" 

Ftavfeswi 

Howieson 

"FowiSon 

Picketing 





Droelou 

TT 

nirk'nen.. 

JI_ 


NRC 

Sun 19th March 

H 

2.00 

Feath' Rvrs {Clifton Lane) 

L 18-10 

Woodcock 

McClarron 

Andrews 

Poucher 

Ford 

fcr 

IT 

G Brcr.'/n 

IG 

Pickering 
IT __ 

Morton 

Ostler 

C Brov/n 

"Smim — 

hirbirrcnn 

rresiey 

Lucwnson 

Hurst 

Hurst 

Buck’ham 

NRC 

Sun 26th March 

A 

3.00 

Hull Kingston Rovers 

L 52-12 

Poucher 

Ciemie 

Andrews 

Ford 

IT 

McClarron 

linos*/ 

2G 

K3Sr 

"pickerng 

Morion 

Hay 


UlLAIIgUII 

Smith 

Womncy 

G Brov/n 

OsUer 

BrenUey 

duck nam 

NL 

Fri 7th April 

H 

8.00 

Keighley Cougars 

W 44-12 

Woodcock 

66 

McClarron 

2T 

Ford 

IT 

Andrews 

Hurst 

UndST 

Raley 

TTovnesorT 

Pickering 

Morton 

ray 

- 






Buck'ham 

NL 

Fri 14th April 

A 

7.30 

Featherstone Rovers 

W 56-30 

Woodcock 

JI8G 

McClarron 

IT 

HGri— 

IT 

Farrow 

2T 

Hurst 

U 

Lindsay 

IT 

Presley 

IT 

Howieson 

Pickering 

Morion 

Hay 

C Bro'.vn 

-ft- 

bmitn 

BrenUey 

OsUer 

& 

Poucher 

Buck'ham 

NL 

Mon 17th April 

H 

12.00 

Celtic Crusaders 

W 22-20 

woodcock 

3G 

McClarron 

V 

Ford 

Andrews 

Hurst 

Linos, 

IT 

Ur 

Hov/ieson 

Pickering 

Morton 

Hay 

JL - 

C 8rov/n 

Smith 

BrenUey 

Ostler 

Poucher 

Buck’ham 

NRC 

Sun 23rd April 

A 

3.00 

Whitehaven (quarter-finals) 

L 38-30 

WjuuImvI# 

tTOOOCOCK 

McClarron 

IT 

Ford 

Farrow 

Womncy 

G Brcr.-.- 

Presley 

Hcn-rteson 

BrenUey 

JI 

Buck'ham 

Ostler 

JI 

Hurst 

Dickinson 

Chambers 

Poucher 

Lindsay 

Monon 

NL 

Fri 28th April 

H 

8.00 

Workington Town 

L 46-44 

Woodcock 

1T6G 

McClarron 

g 

Ford 

3T 

Poucher 

IT 

Worrincy 

Gndsay 

Presley 

Howieson 

BrenUey 

Morton 

Ha'/ 

JX 

OsUer 

Smith 

-1L- 

G Brown 

Dickinson 

Farrow 

Buck'ham 

NL 

Sun 7 th May 

A 

3.00 

Dewsbury Rams 

L 27-12 

Woodcock 

X 

McClarron 

Ford 

Walker 

Hurst 

Lindsa, 

IT ^ 

PrteT' 

Howieson 

Pickering 

Morton 

Hay 

4X 

~C Brown - 

Smith 

BrenUey 

Dickinson 

OsUer 

Poucher 

NL 

Fri 12th May 

H 

8.00 

Gateshead Thunder 

W 38-14 

Woodcock 

76 

Hurst 

Ford 

2T 

Walker 

IT 

Womncy 

IT 

finds?/ 

Presley 
il_ 

Howieson 

Pickering 

Morton 

Hay 

IT 

C Brov/n 

Smith 

Farrow 

OsUer 

Poucher 

Stnnger 

NL 

Sun 21st May 

A 

3.00 

London Skclars 

W 30-10 

Woodcock 

2T5G 

Hurst 

Ford 

IT 

Walker 

Worrincy' 

bndsay 

IT J 

G Brawn 

Howieson 

Pickering 

C Brawn 

Hay 

Ostler 

Smith 

IT 

Presley 

IT 

Sovatabra 

Poucher 

Stringer 

1J 

NL 

Fri 26th May 

H 

8.00 

Hunslet Hawks 

W 34-20 

Woodcock 

sn 

McClarron 

IT 

Ford 

IT 

Walker 

IT 

Womncy 

7j 

Linds?/ 

G Brawn 

Howieson 

Pickering 

C Brown 

Hay 

Smith 

Poucher 

Presley 

OsUer 

Sovatabua 

JL 

Stringer 

NL 

Sun 4th June 

A 

3.00 

Gateshead Thunder 

L 27-26 

Woodcock 

1TSG 

Hurst 

Ford 

IT 

Sovatabua 

IT 

Womncy 

Lnday 

IT 

G Brown 

Hov/ieson 

Pickering 

C Brawn 

Ostler 

Smith 

Poucher 

Presley 

Dickinson 

McClarron 

Stringer 

NL 

Fri 9th June 

H 

8.00 

Barrow Raiders 

W 29-8 

Woodcock 

McClarron 

11 

Ford 

11 

Poucher 

Hurst 

Undsr/ 

G Brawn 

J23I& 

Hov/ieson 

Pickering 

Stringer 

Ostler 

Smith 

Dickinson 

JJ 

Presley 

IT_ 

Trayler 

C Brown 

Sovatabua 

NL 

Sun 18th June 

A 

3.00 

Celtic Crusaders 

L 28-12 

Poucher 

IG 

Mctarron 

Ford 

Wafcer 

1T 

Womncy 

'undsay 

G Brawn 
IG 

Howieson 

Pickering 

Ostler 

C Brown 

“Smiih 

Dickinson 

Presley 

Buck'ham 

Hay 

Sovatabua 

IT 

NL 

Fri 23rd June 

H 

8.00 

Featherstone Rovers 
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NL Sun 2nd July 


3.00 Barrow Raiders 


NL 

Sun 9th July 

A 

2.00 

Swinton Lions 


NL 

Sun 16th July 

A 

3.00 

Workington Town 


NL 

Fri 21st July 

H 

8.00 

London Skolars 


NL 

Fri 28th July 

H 

8.00 

Swinton Lions 


NL 

Sun 6th August 

A 

3.00 

Blackpool Panthers 


NL 

Fri 11th August 

H 

8.00 

Dewsbury Rams 


NL 

Sun 20th August 

A 

3.00 

Keighley Cougars 


NL 

Fri 1st September 

H 

8.00 

Blackpool Panthers 


NL 

Sun 10th September 

A 

3.30 

Hunslet Hawks 



• Fr: Friendly • NRC: Northern Rail Cup • PCC: Powergen Challenge Cup 

• NL: LHF Heallhplan National League Division Two 


Check out the 
Eagles Online 

Breaking News. 

. / 

Match Reports. 

. / 

Interviews. 

. / 

Player Profiles. 

. / 

Club Shop. 

. / 

Fans’ Forum. 

. / 


Playing Record , 


League Table . 


Fixtures . 


Club History. 


/ 


www.sheffleldeagles.coni 


Sheffield Eagles 

Official Trip To: 

Powergen 

Challenge Cup Final 

Saturday 26th August 2006 
Twickenham Stadium 
£16 Return 

Call 0114 261 0326 for details 


Last few seats remaining! 


1 Dewsbury 


PI WDL 

119 0 2 


P A Pts 

326 189 18 


2 Crusaders 11 7 1 3 414 226 15 


3 Feath 


11 7 1 3 278 251 15 


4 Eagles 


11 7 0 4 355 242 14 


5 Swinton 


11 7 0 4 334 253 14 


6 Barrow 


11 7 0 4 291 239 14 


7 Gateshead 11 6 0 5 293 264 12 


8 Hunslet 


11 4 1 6 223 248 9 


9 Workington 10 4 0 6 224 322 8 


10 Blackpool 11 2 1 8 196 375 5 


11 Keighley 11 1 1 9 208 339 3 


12 London 


10 1 1 8 190 384 3 


YOUR PROGRAMME 


# 


textmasterdeslgn 


Eagles match programme 
designed and produced by 
Text Master Design 
6 Dovedale Road, Rotherham 
Tel: 01709 361883 
Printed by 
Hi-Tec Print 
Units 9 & 10, Houghton Road, 
North Anston Trading Estate, 
Sheffield S25 4JJ 
Tel 01909 568533/564177 
Pictures by Steve Bmithwaite and 
Sheffield Newspapers 


Sheffield Eagles fully support the 
‘Let’s tackle racism in Rugby League’ 
campaign and welcome all players 
and supporters, irrespective of their 
racial or ethnic origins. Racism has 
no place In our game and racist 
chants are totally unacceptable. 
Please allow EVERYONE to enjoy 
the game. 
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Tel: 01423 360 003 

Web: www.ccl-finance.co.uk 

Suppliers of fruit to the Eagles 



Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes , join GOLDRUSH now 





















































with 

RL 

writer 

James 

Collins 


Refs plan not 
before time! 


FITS not often you can say this but 
utfji§ Rugby Football League look to 
have a made a good decision for 
once. 

At last, the RFL is to employ full¬ 
time referees. 

It’s more than 10 years since Super 
League kicked off and now ‘Super 
Ref is here! 

Recruiting the whistle merchants 
wilf'start now and the plan is to have 
six^full-time elite refs in action for the 
2007 season. 

The game has got faster and more 
demanding at every level - not just in 
Super League - with the demands on 
the players and the referees increas¬ 
ing. 

A referee plays a big part in making 
a game the contest that mixes physi¬ 
cal skill with entertainment that we 
want. 

I know we are all too ready to criti¬ 
cise the referees. We know for certain 
from the stands when it’s a try in the 
corner. We know when the opposition 
are offside. 

Yes, it's easy. No, it’s not. Referees 
have a tough job and if anything that 
job Is tougher at National League 
level where there’s no big screen or 
video ref as back-up. 

The referee at tonight's game has 
to take the decisions - full stop. 

But going full-time, even for an elite 
group, will help raise standards 
throughout the game. 

RFL match officials director Stuart 
Cummings said: 'This is a tremen¬ 
dous development for rugby league 
match officials in this country. 


“It will allow referees to prepare 
fully for games as well as giving them 
the ability to analyse their own per¬ 
formances in detail.” 

You can’t disagree with that - if all 
goes well. 

And what’s interesting about the 
announcement is that it doesn’t say 
that the new referees will confine 
their work to the Super League. 

The statement from the RFL said: 
“Once appointed, the referees will be 
available to take charge of any RFL 
matches. They will also act as men¬ 
tors for Academy match officials.” 

But a note of caution comes in 
here. 

The statement adds: The initiative 
is also an element of the Super 
League Strategy, which sets out a 
vision for the future of the sport's elite 
competition. It is also being part-fund¬ 
ed by the engage Super League 
clubs." 

So as alv/ays with the ‘decisions’ 
that come out of Red Hall there is a 
grey area ... but we can hope. 

Full-time officials will be expected 
to take control of mainly Super 
League games - you’d expect that, 
look who’s paying. 

But it would be good if and when 
these full-timers have a spare date 
they could take over a National 
League game. 

They should be far fitter than the 
present part-time refs and if they can 
handle a Super League game on 
Friday night, then it’s Saturday off 
and why not a National League game 
on the Sunday? 


So Aled James Has finally 
headed back to the South 
Wfl/65 Valleys earlier this 
month ... well, in a way he 
never really left. 

I always had mixed feelings 
about Aled in his time at the 
Eagles. 

(Plus there was always the 
nagging fear that in the rush 
to write a match report he 
would appear in copy as Aled 
Jones) 

Aled was such a frustrating 
player. From his first game 
following the move from the 
Super League where he had 
played three games for 
Widnes Vikings there was a 
feeling of potential going to 
waste. 

Maybe it was that he played 
only three games in the top 
flight and always felt he 
should have had a better 
chance. 

But he was at Sheffield and 
he had the chance to show 
that ability ... we waited ... it 
flickered into life in odd 
games or for a few minutes 
out of the 80 ... but we wait¬ 
ed. 

It never happened. He never 
took control of a game in the 
way you though he could. 

It might be different at 
Celtic Crusaders - who knows. 

At least I can't call him Aled 
Jones - but who's that coming 
up to take the conversion? 
Jonny ... Wilk ... er ... 
Woodcock. 

What's in a name! 
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v Barrow Raiders, Sun 2nd July. KO 3pm 


Ground: 

Craven Park 
Duke Street 
Barrow in Furness 

www.barrowrlfc.com 


Directions by road: 

From the M6 North take Junction 
oo iof+ at the pnri of the sliD 


Furness A590. 

The road signs are clearly iden¬ 
tified all the way into Barrow. _ 
Passing an industrial estate with 
DREW Chemicals to your left, 
continue on and past Kimberley 
Clark on your right. 

Keep following this A road, 
passing ASDA & MFI on your left 
until reaching the Wheatsheaf pub 


on your left. Craven Park is next to 
this pub. 

Ticket prices: 

Adults: £10 
Concessions: £6 
Juniors: £3 

• Eagles Junior Season Ticket 
Holders please use Away 
Voucher number 23 

Parking: 

Limited street parking 

Programmes: 

£ 2.00 

Eagles Travel Club: 

£20 (Subject to 12 people 
travelling) 


NEXT GAME AT 
DON VALLEY 
STADIUM 

LHF NATIONAL 
LEAGUE TWO 

London 

Skolars 

Friday , 21st June 
K0 8pm 


f 


EAGLES TRAVEL CLUB 


Booking forms are 
available from the 


Sheffield Eagles will 
run buses to all away 
games, subject to a 
minimum of 12 people 
travelling. Seats must 
be booked and paid 
for one week in 
advance of travel. No 
refunds for seats 
cancelled within one 
week of the game. 
Advance bookings 
receive £1 per trip 
discount when 
booking 3 games or 
more in one go. 


The bus will arrive in 
good time for the 
match and depart 
approximately 30 
minutes after the final 
whistle. You will be 
advised of travel times 
once the bus has been 
confirmed with 12 
passengers. The bus 
will pick up at The 
Cocked Hat (Don 
Valley Stadium), The 
Penny Black (Town 
Centre) and Owlerton 
Stadium. 


club shop or by calling 
the Travel Club 
hotline and asking for 
Denise Turton. 


Travel Club 
hotline 
0114 
261 0326 
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Featherstone 


PI T G DG 


□ □□□ 

Nathan Batty 

□ □□□ 

Richard Blake way 

□ □□□ 

Jim Carlton 

□ □□□ 

Dale Cardoza 

□ □□□ 

Jimmy Carlton 

□ □□□ 

Stuart Dickens 

□ □□□ 

Richard Dobson 

□ □□□ 

Steve Pooler 

□ □□□ 

Craig Fawcett 

□ □□□ 

Kieran Hickman 

□ □□□ 

James Houston 

□ □□□ 

Carl Hughes 

□ □□□ 

Paul Hughes 

□ □□□ 

Danny Kihnond 

□ □□□ 

Wayne McHugh 

□ □□□ 

Gareth Milton 

□ □□□ 

Craig Moss 

□ □□□ 

Greg Nicholson 

□ □□□ 

Gary Shiilabeer 

□ □□□ 

Wayne Sutcliffe 

□ □□□ 

Gavin Swinson 

□ □□□ 

Ian Tonks 

□ □□□ 

Josh Weedon 

□ □□□ 

Lee West 

□ □□□ 

Matty Wray 


OFFICIALS: 

Referee: j King 

Touch judges: P Smith, A Dugdale 
4th official: R Laughton 
Commissioner: I Muir 


Sheffield Eagles 


□□□□ 

Liam Brentley 

Banco 

Craig Brown 

anno 

Gavin Brown 

Banco 

Tom Buckenham 

□□□□ 

Alex Clemie 

iannn 

Sean Dickinson 

□□□□ 

Grant Farrow _ 

□□□□ 

Paul Fletcher _ 

Bonn 

James Ford 

conn 

Andy Hay 

Bonn 

Jack Howieson 

iannn 

Greg Hurst 

nnnn 

Brendon Lindsay 

nnnn 

Alasdair McClarron 

nnnn 

Simon Morton 

Bonn 

Martin Ostler 

Bonn 

Paul Pickering 

mnnn 

Craig Poucher 

iannn 

Jon Presley 

nnnn 

Andy Smith 

nnnn 

Waisale Sovatabud 

iannn 

Tommy Trayler 

nnnn 

jimmy Walker 

nnnn 

jonny Woodcock 

snnn 

RobWbrrihcy 


\L 

>- 

Kukri 

Who Wears Wim 

www tukdiporll.com 
Tel: 01773 33 BB 90 


www.gordonlamb.co.uk 



































